
YOUR ULTIMATE GUIDE 
FOR WHEN TO REPLACE 

HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES

Common Appliance Life Spans and  
Signs a Replacement Is Needed

Washer — life span of 10 years
•	 The unit is leaking water
•	 Water does not fill or drain from the drum
•	 Extreme shaking or noisiness

Dryer — 13 years
•	 Burning or abnormal smells
•	 	 Clothing is still damp or wet after drying
•	 	 Excessively noisy drying cycles

Dishwasher — 9 years
•	 Water no longer heats
•	 	 Dishes come out dirty
•	 	 The door latch does not work properly

Microwave — 10-12 years
•	 Emits sparks or smoke
•	 Keypad is non-functional
•	 Food is not cooking correctly

Refrigerator — 10-12 years
•	 Condensation on the outside
•	 	 Inadequate cooling power has food  

     spoiling quickly
•	 	 The back of the unit is hot to the touch

Range (includes stove, burners  
and oven) — 10-15 years
•	 Heating elements are broken
•	 	 Oven coils heat unevenly
•	 	 Control panels are non-operational

Coffee maker or expresso  
machine — 5 years
•	 Machine is leaking
•	 	 Water does not get hot enough
•	 	 Pump is broken

www.architecturaldigest.com/story/the-ultimate-guide-on-when-to-replace-your-household-appliances
www.rmotoday.com/home-sweet-home/when-to-replace-large-appliances-tips-and-tricks-every-home-

owner-should-know-3675751
www.mcmahonservices.com/when-to-replace-common-appliances/amp/


